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band, Wi ll son P. Smit h, and |
20182019 appeared at the Johns Wells Pratt House at 177 South First Street,
Board of Directors Fulton. The house had been owned and
that would be hard to beat in Fulton. The house was empty, the last of the Pratt family
LaVerne DeLand, President to occupy the home, John, having died and his wife, Helen, who was ill, having movec
Paula Rohn, 1st Vice Pres. to the Hayes Farm on Route 48 North, to live with relatives.

Jean Lewis, 2nd Vice Pres.

Carol Dexter, Secretary The Pratt property, running from South First Street to South Second Street (Route

481), recently had been sold to a developer, who brought Burger King, another fast fo

Sarah Conley, Corr. Secretary restaurant, to Fulton. Many Fultonians were heartsick to think that this old, historic,
Sue Brown, Treasurer Il talianate style home on South First S
Angela Bernat renewal . 0

Cindy Bickford

In previous years, Fulton had lost many of the historic and rféledigld South

L First Street homes of its wealthy early industrialists and business owners. Gone were
Sue Ebert . .
Carole Farfagiia Gardner house, home of the Fulton Citi
\ the Hunter house, home of the owners of the Hunter Arms factory and the Hunter Fan
R iaglia factory; the home of Charles G. Case, who was an abolitionist and whose home at 13:
John Finocchiaro South First Street probably sheltered escaped slaves, and was later the home of the E
Marjorie Julian Club; and the Osborn House at 139 Sout
Karen Obrien fices and today houses the Municipal offices for the City of Fulton. Not only were the
Fred Sumner homes gone, but also the memories of the accomplishments of their owners were fadi
Stephen Wise fast.
Staff All of these thoughts must have been on the minds of the many people who gath-

Theresa Jones, Museum Coord. Continued on pg. 2.

Alec Seymour, Displays I

Adam Babcock, Maintenance
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A ramp off the driveway to the side j A3
door enables handicapped access to oin the Friends of Histor A I®oar d

the Pratt House. (During the winter the 4@ Anniversary of the Friends of History in Fulton and of° 30/2'.30

B e Ve, we are closed and the John Wells Pratt House Museum \2
there is no handicap access.)

We will be celebrating and enjoying our 40th Anniversary at all of our events
Pratt House Hours throughout the year. In addition, we are planning to have a special event
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: this summer just to celebrate this special occasion. We invite all of you to join us to
%Jouf? g’ sﬁg%iﬁ‘;rdtfg’éiﬁﬁ;gg 3?”2%) reminisce about the 40 years of success that our members and the community have
' made possible. Without their dedication and support, the Friends of History and the
Or, call us at 35984616 to make Pratt House Museum would not have flourished and would not be the important part
an app o of the Fulton community that it is today.
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ered in the bone chilling cold insidea me of OFul t c PR
the unheated Pratt House that evertyd was not avalable for a OEA +1#ICIEODADAS

ing. corporate name, as it had

The house was completely em eglﬁ{gxl%lgsdﬁtasj'ig{];?c
and the chill made it difficult to con-SOCIet The ne>¥t i s(
centrate on the purpose of this view Y. :

s tfreends ©f History |
ing. There were few lights inside Gion. N. Y. ldc. wa s
the darkness and height of the ce|Ible for coroorate use and 2k
ings made it difficult to picture how P .

thus the New York State
the rooms actually looked. Secretary of State incorpo

I remember walking into the rated that name and a hist
kitchen and seeing the old Andes cal society for the City of .
range, wishing it had a roaring fire Fulton and surrounding aréa-—
going in its firebox so that | could was born. Other names hz¢ ,
hold my freezing hands over the been used to designate the #y 1jh
grates and warm them. | think it wésistorical society in Fulton
that thought of the warmth that ~ through the years, but the correct donations used to operate the society
could come from that Andes rangename on the documents from the and house.
that sold me on the idea of saving Secretary of State is as shown in quo-
this house. No one stayed to chatiittions above.
was much too cold for that.

Many volunteers came forth to
clean, paint, build,-m&re and do
Percy Patrick, the Mayor of Fulmany needed things to turn a home
The Burger King Franchiser anton in 1979, donated one year of hiato a museum for local history. To
nounced that it no longer needed adlalary as Mayor to the Friends Of show appreciation and display the
the Pratt property. The house facimjstory as a down payment on the Pratt House to the public, Peter
Second Street would be left standipgrchase of the Pratt home. He al&almer and other volunteers donated
and the barn behind the house woualdanged for the Urban Renewal Ofurniture of the Victorian era and
be destroyed. Ideas began to circdice of the City of Fulton to rent theother furnishings for each room in
late among the people in the comniisst floor of the Pratt House for tenthe house. Ladies and young girls

nity, many meetings held and dressed in Victorian clothing

phone calls made. A purch and the Pratt House was on
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lished and Alan Drohan and i EaCE]: Renewal employees used the

Marian Stanton consulted w g ' downstairs and a museum was

my husband on forming a nc created upstairs. Many won-

-profit corporation to be derful displays of Fulton

known as the Fulton Historical Socigears. With income from a monthlyistory and
ty. The Historical Society was to olental, the Fulton Savings Bank was
tain dues paying members, the meaple to grant a mortgage to the

bers would elect directors and officFriends Of History In Ful-

ers of the corporation, who in turn ton, N. Y., Inc. for the

could raise money, own property apdrchase of the Pratt

sign mortgage indebtedness instruHouse. Members of

ments, and conduct the business ah& community

historical society. My husband  became charter

turned the formation of a corporatianembers of the

over to a new, young lawyer em- new historical socie-

ployed at his office, Bruce Clark. ty and their dues and
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Former FOH Prestdent
ith EIma’'s knowledge and acquiesce, | @fhere my now late parents had resided at the time. After
W fer the following two additional recollec-Mayor Patrick and then City Attorney Fred Sumner had
tions as an addition to that part of her arrived, | stood on the staircase leading to the second
wonderful reflection about the "preview night at the Pt to give some remarks to everyone gathered in the
House. O hallway. Thereafter, and as everyone began walking

tgrough the house again, | signaled for the coffee pots {to

While | have yet to correctly recall or establish t - turned on. Yup. | assume vou surmise what hapoered
exact date, | remember that | had asked some fifty in- n. rup., | yo napp
ther big "bang" rang out with the house being

vitees to come to the Pratt house at 5:00 PM so that ér%ed into total darkness since the electrical surge frlom
could tour the edifice antiopefully- see fit to preservep 9

this fine Victorian Italianate structure and to considegluggmg in the coffee pots had blown all of the circuit

establishing an historical society for the City of Fulto r'eakers in the basement. So much for hot coffee to

Helen Pratt had moved to the Hayes Farm several fink!

months prior thereto, andvhat with the house being As would be expected, everyone who was left in at
vacant along with winter comintfpe heat and the watetendance then began leaving. My four friends and | sub-
in the building had been turned off in addition to all afequently assessed what to do with the unmade pots aof
the furnishings having been disbursed to the family aoffee when one of them said "something just brushed
sold. However, the electricity still was in service witlagainst my shoulder." Several more "swooshes" into the
couple of wall fixtures and "bare light bulbs hanging south drawing room ensued with it becoming readily ap-
from the ceiling," providing faint illumination. As Elm@arent that numerous bats were upset about their habitat
has stated, the evening was cold and damp with mybeing invadedr perhaps about not having been properl
memory being that most of the ladies were wearing theited to the preview. But not to worry ... the five of us
mink coats that then were so much in fashion. promptly left; there was no need to turn off the lights

Knowina the "frosty" conditions in the house. | hz§ ce none were functioning, | locked the front door, al
asked sevegr]al best frieynmmara Clark. Eleanor ' of us went out for a drink, and the coffee pot disaster got

Vayner, Marian Stanton, and the late Jean In ellg!eaned up the next day in the daylight without another

round up and drop off earlier that day their coffee poY%S't from the bats.

so that at least something hot could be served. | set up/s an aside and probably unknown to Elma, | re-
folding table in the south drawing room earlier that daygmber that Willsonher late husbandn the way out
connected the pots to extension cords, and securedthetdoor that evening said to me something like the fol
from the house directly across the street that | owned

Continued on pg. 7.

As most of you may know, the Friends of History in Fulton was incorporated in 1979. Pictured here are
some memories of things that were happening that year.

News Headlines
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Republic of China establish full dip-
lomatic relations.

In response to the hostage situation
in Tehran, President Jimmy Carter
orders a halt to all oil imports into
the United States from Iran.

The eradication of the smallpox vi-
rus is certified, making smallpox the
first and only human disease driven
to extinction to date.

More memories on page 7.




